FEDERATION WALKS 2016
Walk 19: Mt Arapiles Circuit
Mt Arapiles – Tooan State Park
Length: 14.5km

Style: Circuit

Difficulty: Medium

Duration: 5hr

Total uphill: 240m Gradient: gradual
Path: Mixture of 4WD tracks, foot pads,
short off-track through open forest and
short section of bitumen.
Highlights: Seeing all aspects of this
popular mountain, including towering
cliffs, rock climbers and wildflowers.
Start: The route for this drive will take you north then west from Laharum, across to Noradjuha, then
in via Natimuk and out to the Pines Campground at the foot of Mt Arapiles (Grid Ref 758315). As
there are many turns, the leader will have a more detailed route map for this drive. Note: there is an
8km section of gravel road, with the rest bitumen. Distance to start: 67km Driving time: 50min.
Walk Description: Following the walking track south from the picnic ground, ignore the turn off to
Declaration Crag and continue on. As the track dips, take the footpad on your right which leads to
Bushranger Bluff. You can either enjoy an interesting scramble up and over this outcrop or simply
veer around it to the left. Follow the walking trail out to the carpark, then turn left and follow the
bitumen summit road for about 500m to the Nature Walk carpark.
If time permits, you can complete the short loop walk, otherwise when you reach post 4, follow the
well worn Kangaroo pad to the Seismology measuring station on the edge of the Natimuk Golf
Course. Cross the course and follow the fairways south to the most south west tee. Head due west
from here and very shortly a fire dam will be located, with the 4WD track around the mountain just
beyond it.
Follow this 4WD track, turning right at a T-Junction. After another 1.3km, a signpost guides you a
short distance to the Major Mitchell monument – almost on the very edge of the park. After a break
here, return to the track and continue on. You will soon obtain views of Mitre Lake and Mitre Rock
and other features further on the West Wimmera Plains.
Continue on the 4WD track until you are now walking on the eastern Park boundary. Look for a track
on the right marked ‘Walkers and Management Vehicles Only’. Follow this until it starts to turn.
Take the climbers track up closer to the cliff line and follow this all the way back to the Pines
camping ground, admiring the many climbs and the cliff face lit by the afternoon sun. Keep an eye
out for climbers!
If time permits at walks end, take the cars up the Summit Road to the top and take in the 360⁰ views
of the Wimmera plains.
Cautions: Be mindful of traffic when walking the short section of bitumen road early in the walk.
Facilities: Toilets are located at Mt Arapiles campground and also at Natimuk.
This Walk Sheet describes a bushwalk, part of Bushwalking Victoria’s Federation Walks 2016 program in the Northern & Western
th
th
Grampians on Oct 8 & 9 2016. Bushwalking Victoria and the host club – Wimmera Bushwalking Club, their members and walk leaders
cannot accept any responsibility for errors, omissions or changes to the circumstances on which this information is based. Nor can they
accept any responsibility for any loss or injury sustained by any person using this Walk Sheet.
Bushwalking Victoria: www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au

Wimmera Bushwalking Club: www.wimmerabwc.org.au
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Map base sourced from Vicmap, Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). Copyright ©
The State of Victoria, DELWP, 2015
The State of Victoria and its suppliers do not warrant the accuracy or completeness of information in this
publication and any person using or relying on such information does so on the basis that the State of Victoria
shall bear no responsibility or liability whatsoever for any errors, faults, defects or omissions in the information.
This map is provided solely as a guide to the subject walk. The map is not intended to be used as a substitute for the applic able Vicmap Topographic
map(s). Vicmap Topographic maps may be purchased in printed form from map shops and digital (PDF) maps may be purchased online at:
http://services.land.vic.gov.au/maps/topo30maps.jsp
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